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■rir    Jl        Brief  Description  oZ   a  Recreation  Evaluation  System  - 
Designed  by  the  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department 

and  the  JUN  6  197A 

Montana  Department  of  State  Lands 


The  primary  objective  of  the  recreation  evaluation  system 
was  to  locate  and  describe  state  owned  trust  lands  which  have 
recreational  value  and  to  rank  these  lands  in  terms  of  physical, 
aesthetic,  and  geographic  characteristics  important  to  recrea- 
tion.  The  overriding  concept  and  goal  was  to  evaluate  each 
parcel  of  land  by  a  standardized  systematic  method  and  to  rank 
each  parcel  by  this  method.   The  final  designed  system  is  com- 
posed of  the  following  items  which  are  descirbed  below: 

1.  Recreation  Potential  Evaluation  Guide  (Appendix  I) 

2.  Recreation  Potential  Evaluation  Recording  Form  (Appendix  II) 

3.  Guidelines  for  Recreation  Potential  Evaluation  (Appendix  III) 

The  Recreation  Potential  Evaluation  Guide  breaks  down 
various  physical,  geographic  and  aesthetic  characteristics  into 
a  0-5  rating  classification.   The  characteristics  are  grouped 
under  the  major  heading  categories  of  topography,  vegetation, 
water,  off-site  and  other  on-site  positive  factors,  and  scenery. 
The  majority  of  the  factor  ratings  are  actual  facts  or  estimated 
quantities  associated  with  a  parcel  v;hich  have  been  subjectively 
ranked  from  0  to  5.   5  represents  the  best  possible  situation 
for  a  particular  characteristic  and  0  represents  the  lowest 
situation.   Some  of  the  characteristics  are  purely  subjective 
evaluations,  but  these  were  kept  to  a  minimum  and  when  possible, 
verbal  descriptions  xi;ere  entered  in  the  ratings  to  reduce  the 
subjective  nature  of  the  evaluation. 

Besides  use  in  a  systematic  inventory  of  recreation  poten- 
tial, the  evaluation  quide  serves  as  a  structure  on  which  to 
base  discussion  of  a  parcel  when  several  people  are  in  the  field 
to  inspect  a  potential  recreation  area. 

The  Recreation  Potential  Evaluation  Recording  Form  is  used 
to  record  the  ratings  made  from  the  Recreation  Potential  Evalu- 
ation Guide.   The  form  has  space  for  recording  other  data  which 
were  not  rated,  but  are  considered  important  from  a  recreational 
veivTpoint.   The  total  scores  obtained  for  each  major  category 
and  the  total  combined  score  are  recorded  in  the  top  right  hand 
corner  of  the  form.   The  recording  form  not  only  serves  to  record 
the  basic  facts  of  the  characteristics  but  may  be  used  as  a  visual 
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profile  of  parcel  characteristics. 

The  Guidelines  for  Recreational  Potential  Evaluation  is 
the  manual  for  the  system  which  explains  what  to  record  on  the 
Recording  Form,  what  are  meant  by  concepts  in  the  system  and 
what  to  look  for  when  evaluating  a  parcel. 


APPENDIX   I 


RECREATION 


fOTLMTTAl,^  EVALUATION 

I.     TOPOnnAPlir 


riT  I 
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2 
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T»rT»ln  V«rl«ty 

Verllc*!  or  ne«r  vertic*!  ellffa, 
8Dlr<-9.   hlfhly  «port«'l  forr^itloriB, 
rA3sl/«  roc^   o-.tcrooB,    oevarw   ourf*'!* 
v»ri»t Lon  d-nln»nt. 

oLiinp  C1MVOI1  waiii,    m'-Etaa,    pi.wii 
?icalo  eroalonal   palterna,    variety 
In   alie  end   shape  of   land   forms 
dpTilr.ftte,     Kay  not  be  aa  etcop  or 
h«ve  aa  nuch   relief  of   vsrlftv. 

nolllnr  hills,    fofthllla.    flat  valley  t«tto« 
dominant,    lUtle  relief. 

?\t\.  or  'ird.latl-y  pla'.-a  iz-.V *-\ 
wltn  little  or  ro   relief  cr;   parcel 
la  -lat  valle/  or  r'.'.ns  'cp. 

iaojr.t  of  uMbl* 
Are«. 

Cr»!«ter  U,»fi  or  equ»l  to  75*  of  p»rcel. 

Leoa  than  75*  of  p*rcol,  but 
rre»ter  than  or  equal  to  50* 
of   parcel. 

Lpfis  t'tan  'jOti  of  puree],   l>ut  rrcater 
than  or  equal  to  25^  of  parcel. 

|Leaa  than  25^  of  parcel,  but  greater 
than  or  equal  to  10*  of  parcel. 

Lens  than  ICfi  of  parcel. 

No  usaole  area   en  parcel. 

fMturss 

Frtoni^lvB   r^elorlc   ffHt-ruB   (f)tpoa«H 
V.T.fniuis   Intpiolon,    limestone   rldpe, 
t*'»lt   coliir.r.fl,    larr«  erpoood  bouHeri 
(>r  rvc'to).      cxtre.-flly   Interesting  *nd 
p088lbl7  unique  for  ftre*. 

F.irt.ri>fll  ve  r«r<]nrlc    reatnroa   (ejcpoeed 
Iz-f.KiuB    Intniftlon,    limeatnn*"   r\.'\ri, 
basalt   coluTTins,   lar^o  exposed   bouldera 
or  pocks).     Poaalblv  not  unique  for 
area.     Geologic  features  not  as  inter- 
esting. 

Small  rock  outcrops  or  eroalonal  fonraMonn,  or; 
nicks  present  which  p-a-/  h*  of  Boma  rock  eollactlrr 
value.     No  lart's  features. 

Verv   «ta11  or  no   r'c.t  o-^tcrcpa. 
W,i  rpcka  ut  intareat. 

r**lr.e  alt* 
•r.ri  P!>r.-3e  fiti 

y^r-j  ft-^eqiate  uuble  ftr«fta   suUAble 
for  development,     I^tj  «uto  acceai. 

Ken.v  adequate  usable  areas 
suitable   for  development, 
Llnlted  auto  acceaa. 

LlmUod  usable  areas  suitable  for 
development.     Easy  auto  access. 

Limited  usable  areas  suitable  for 
development.     Liaited  auto  acceaa. 

Harrow,   constricted,   confined  vtlie/,  ,-:orf« 
or  ravine  area  not  auitable  for  davalopnent. 

Hone 

V*;ieT   octnlc 

Very  Hl^h 

■ 

Hlrh 

Hediuni 

Loi» 

Very  low 

Dlir,p«ctl-v;  or  none 

Riffe^etcp  ait* 
•  nrlrcr.Ter.t* 

Kahj  »dequ»te  uMble  »re**  aulttble 
for  developcent.     £*87  ftuto  acceia. 

'''any  adequate  usable  areaa 
suitable  for  development, 
Ltr&lted  auto  acceaa. 

Limited  usable  areas  auitable  for 
development.     Easy  auto  accsas. 

Limited  usable  ;ireas  suitable  for 
development.     Limited  auto  acceaa. 

Ridfea  too  steap  or  narrrw  for  developnent. 

^'Orxt 

Rld^etop 
»c«-.le 

•v»lu*tlon 

Very  High 

Ktfh 

Medium 

Low 

Varv  low 

Olatractlng  or  ncne. 

II.     \fEt:ET>TION 
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?»*.*.-m  and 
i-e-aity 

forest  a^d  acattered  trees  thro'irhout 
r^st  uea'la  area.     Sufficient  variation 
In  de-.sit/  of  pattern  to  provide  cpon 
9T«'-f,    cl-arir;;7B   for  variety,    Interest, 
<-iios'-rea,    sh-Sde,   privacy. 

Foreat  and  open  areas  scattered 
throughout  most  usable  area,  but 
lack  of  variety  of  forest  pat- 
tern provides  little  Interest. 

Foreet  on  usable  area  often 
too  dense  for  e4sv  use,  but 
prnvldea  occasional  areas  of 

open  epace. 

Forest  present,   but  stands  unrelated  to 
ctot  usable  araa.     Hay  add  to  scenerr. 

Sparse  foreat  or  scattered  treea,  or;  dense 
with  no  openings. 

Nona  or  very   few  treei  on  parcel. 

rcreB*.: 
-.-.all --7 

VlforoJB,   little  dlaeaso   evident, 
Cood   epeci,-ens. 

^0  -  50  ratxture  of  good  and 
poor  epflclmens. 

"ostlv   pr,r,r  Qualltv  tress   (burns,   dleease, 
blcwlowns,    etc.) 

'■'one  cc   »ery   few  tn^f   or.  parcel. 

Varle-.y 

Kuch  variety  of  size  and  aiecies. 

Some  variety  of   slies  and 
apulclre:      2  or  3  different  major 

Little  variety  of   stzoa:      all  ahout   aa-iie  height, 
eiie.      Predominantly  one  species. 

!;on*  or  V9TJ  few  l.-eea  en  p«.-cel. 

Fores",  -cenlc 
Lval'.a'-lon 

Ver-.-  hipt-. 

Hlrh 

"edlnm 

Uw 

Very   low 

Diet  ractln,-,  or;   nor.*  or  very  few  treea- 
zn  parcel.                                                       _    . 

E-s.-.ea  i.-,d 
Ztr.-h: 
("a'.tem  ar.d 
re-.slly 

Irt-reatlngly  dlsparapd.      Add    Interest 
to  any   tree  groups  yet   Interestlnf;   in 
ther^selvee.     In^aric*  use  of  area  greatlv 
(prcvltfes  privacy,    apace  encloeura,    etc) 
t3o  rot  prohibit  rtoveaent. 

Clmi'  s   present    In   (itaII   o-isrtlty 
vr  size,   but  add   soT.e   interest. 

or 
Falrlv  dense,   blocks  vision,    en- 
lo.-pTnent   or  access   to   features. 

Ver/  dense,    1nper,atratle,    blocks   vision, 
enloyment   and   access  to   features. 

or 
extensive  cover  of  s-iall  shnibs. 

Son*  or  very  few  shrjts  on  parcel. 

3.-aB-.cs  aj-.d 

Great  variety  cf  ahnibs,  various  elies, 
va.-loua  ereclce. 

SoTie  variety  presentj   various 
slzea,    and   speries. 

Shrubs  lack     variety.     Slsa  and  species  tenia 
tcw&rd  unir.-inuLtv, 

"on*  or  vary  few  ^^^lbs  or.  parcel. 

Cro^-.d  covert 
Pattern  and 
^nsity 

Vlgoro'ja,  danaa,   sturdy  cover. 

^ost  open  areas  of  the  parcel 
are   covered  with   virorous  dense 
fraeaes  or  other  vegetation.     Oc- 
caelonal  aparae  areas  acatterad 

throuf.h  parcel. 

ilho'it  50  -  50  throufhout  the 
ran:el.      Some   vlgnroua   dense 
areas.      ?ome   epareo,    poorly   cov- 
ered  areas  or  moderate  cover 

thrnurhmit. 

Host  01   tne  parcel  is  covered  with 
sparse  cover.     Occasional  dens* 
areas  scattered  throughout  parcel. 

Sparse  cover  over  rooat  of  parcel.     Occamonal 
barren  areas  scattered  throughout  parcel. 

Carran,  or  «3rtr«a*ly  acattered  cover. 

Cro-'«3  coven 
Variety 

"vch  variet/; 

Kanv   t;-pea  of   graoaea,   weeds,    forne  and 

wildflovere  or  ver/  lo*  s;iruba  acattered 

trr.>ufr.ouV  the  parcel.     Piro'  variations 

li.  appuarati««i   Inlereallng  thro'ifhou" 

parcel. 

Some   variety! 

Several  l.vpee  of  ground  cover. 
Some  variation  in  appearance 
from  place  to  place. 

Little   variety: 

Predoialnantlv  all  oi*  t  -p*  of  ground 

cover  -  appearance   nucf    the  M~y«  UroxKho'it. 

Barrer;,  or  ajttr«neiy  scattered  cover. 
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Li-ea:      Extent 
cf  V»ter 
S-,rr«fe 

Cno  or  tr^re  brdica  nt   S'jrfare  vat  ^r 
with  at   If-aot  one  ex'-ecJlnp  10  acrea 
In   Blie   foiind  on  parcel  or  Kontlpinus 
vltS  parrel. 

H/K 

One  or  more  bodies  of  surface  water 
5   acres   in   size. 

H/A 

I*Vea  or  ponds   less  If-an   S   acres   In   sine. 

'o  Is'es   fourd  on  parcel, 
onlv  stor'<  water  pita  preseit. 

U\e!:    (5  *cr«a  or  oora) 

Ejoflta  at   a  pleasant  an'l  'joable   level 
4irir,-   si-ner  aeiB'^n   (little  evidence 
of  llkclv  drawlrwn). 

NA 

;:xl.it3  at  a  uB«hl<»  level   'iurlnR 
ni;nmor   season   but   is  drawn  off, 
ii^avlnf   exposed   mud,    otc. 

m 

.io»s   not    pxiet  at  a   ■i--?ft'~le   level    (m-jd 
fla(8,    etc.)   d'lrl'i?   sj-w.er  seaaon 

L«ke  leaa  t^an   S  acr«a 

W*t<r  Q-Jtllt/ 

S'pt   polluted.      Clear,    clean  lake. 

CoDiit'i   to  a   nntlcoable,    hut   not 
sev»rre,    extent  with   natural   pollutants 
S'.ch   BB   ailt,    sc'jm,    alrae,    etc. 

App'^ars   s*rverlv  pr•llllte^  witn   nalirai 
and/or  •»A",-ra'i6*^   p-^ll'.tanta. 

-   U-e                    ■ 

U3*::i:ity 

la  ohvlo'jaly  deep  enough  and  larpe 
enonph   for  any   recreation*!  actlvltv 

U/K 

PepLh  i*v  be  too  shallow  or  lake  too 
^lall,   or  mav  be  hazardous. 

r./k 

'Jopt.i   ie  obvl.-iiiai''   '-o'    s!^*llow  or  la--* 
is  too  mall  and  liazardoua  or  unpleaMr.t 

f-o  lal-fl 

r-noreilne 

Caai'le   shoreline,   which   Includea   Sf^ne 
Bandy  beach,  occura  on  moat  of  8tat« 
land  borrterlnp  la^'e. 

Usable   shoreline  occurs 
nn  most  of  state  land 
hcHerVnr  lake. 

I'saclft   sHorellne  Pccnrs  on  at   leaat 
2')''^0t  of  state  land  borderlnf  lake. 

Usable   Bhyrellne  occurs  on  10  -  25*  of  state 
latid  bordering  lake. 

Less  than  \Cfi  LoaMe  shoreline  occurs  on 
state  land  bordering  lake. 

No  lake 

i8.«a:      S'..^reilnfl 

Verv  Hiph 

:!irh 

Medium 

Low 

Very  low  because  of  debris,    etc. 

JlatractV'ig,   or:   na  la-e 

to  or  ne«r  the  ahor* 

iccesalblo  to  25*  or  ntnre  of  ebora  by 
autorwblle. 

Access   for  automobile 
io  shore 

rrobablv  not  accessible  by  automobile 
to  wtthln   i  mile  of   shore,    hut   eaelly 
acceeslble  by  heavy-dutv  vehicle  to 

shore. 

Sot  accsBslble  by  automobile  to  Wthln  I 
mile  of   aliore  and  difficult  access  Ity  heavy- 
duty  vehicle. 

^o  vehicle  acresa  to  within   i  mile  of    »hore. 

•;o  lake. 

Straaia:      L«r,gth  on,   or 
bordering  parcel 

Ovor  one  rslle  of  atrea™  on  or  border- 
Ir.g  en  parcel. 

.75  -  I  mile  of  atream  on 
or  bordering  on  parcel. 

.5  -  .75  mile  of  river  on  or  bcrder- 
Inp  on  parcel. 

.1  -  .5  mile  of  strea^B  on  or  bordering 
on  parcel. 

Less  man   ,1  mile  of  stream  on  or  border- 
ing on  parrel. 

'.'■o  strea-T  with  year-rcjrd  flow. 

Str«A=3:     W»ter  froAllly 

Clear,    clean,    river  or  atream 

Appears  to  be  somewhat  polluted  by 
natural  materials. 

Stream  is  obviouslv  polljted  and  unple-ieanl 

fio  stream  with  year-round  flrw. 

Streana:     RacrMtlon 
'JMblllly 

Depth  ar>d  vidth  seems  lo  make  It  Ideal 
for  moat  actlvlLlea,    Includlnp  boating. 
It   la  not  hazapdoua  (very  rapid 
currente,   etc). 

Depth  and,  width  sea-ns  to 
make  the  stres'n  usable  for 
most  activities, Incl'idlnp 
boating.    It  is  not  haiard- 

oua- 

nepth  and  width  ewems  to  make  It  usa- 
ble for  most  activities  except  boat- 
Inr.      Kay  or  may  not  be  hazardous. 

Shallow  depth  ur  widtu  llmlta  p(-<tentl4l 
activities,  or  It  appesrs  t..  bs  haiardous. 

Arp^tra  to   i.fl   vorv   haiard^ie 

or 
It   Is  a  verv  e-^^ll  slrea-a 

'.'0  ptrea-iwlth  v*ar-rcu-1  fljw. 

3tr«»cj:     Shorellr,* 

'Jea^le  ahorellna,  which   includes   some 
aandy  beach,   occura  on  moat  of   stats 
lard   bcrderlnfT   atrean. 

Uaable   shoreline  occura  on 
most  of  state  land  border- 
ing stream 

Usable   shoreline  occurs  on  at   least 
20  -  ^Ot  of  state  land  bordering 

Usable  shoreline  occura  on  lO^Z'ii  of  state 
land  bordering  strea.-a 

Less  than  lOt  usable  shoreline  occura 
on  state  land  borderln-  etreafli. 

No  stream  with  year-round  flew. 

Streisa:     Snorelln* 
■  cpr.lc  evaluation 

Very  Hlph 

nigh 

"-l.dl.lTl 

Uw 

Verr  low 

ni3lrac^.-r.    or;   no   stpea-T  w.*.^. 
ve8r-rc--^d  flrw. 

Stre^ij:     AccesBUllUy 
to  or  r.K^T  vater  on  %t 
leaat  one  ahore 

Acceealfcle  to  25^  oP  mors  of  short 
b;-  ajtaTwbila. 

Access  for  autoroobile  to 
shore. 

Probalily  not   accessible   by  anto- 
moolle   to  within   i  nlle  of  shore, 
but   easily  accessible  by  heavy- 
dutv  vehicle  to  shore. 

No  acceaelole  by  automobile  to  within 
i  rallo  of  shore  and  difficult  accasa  by 
heavy-duty  vehicle. 

V'o  vehicle  access  to  within  i  mile  of 
shore. 

".'o   streara  *rith   y*ar-ro^.d   flow. 

y^ranei;     Sis*  and 
•riant 

One  or  more  separata  marshea  with  tt 
least  one  exceeding  5  fccres  In  siza 
en  the  parcel. 

HA 

One  or  more  separate  marshed  with 
the  larrest  1  to  5  seres  in  size 

on  tfie  D*rcel. 

N/* 

One  or  more  separate  marshes,  all  less 
tl.an  I  acre  in  site  on  parcel. 

Ko  narshland  found  on  pared. 

JUri^aai     Cua:.lt7 
and  Variat/ 

Water   In  aarah  not  polluted.     Vafota- 
tlon  appears  vlroroua  but  there  ara 
areas  of  open  walar.     Va^atatlon  a;^ 
peara  lo  bs  vary  good  or  wteaUant 
UbiUt. 

Water  in  rriran  not  polluted.     Veg- 
etation appears  aparee,  or  has 
poor  vi,:or,  or  dense  with  little 
open  water.     Vegetation  appears  to' 
be  fair  habitat.     Vegetation  has 
llj.tl«  v»rlety. 

Water   in  morsh  acpeara   polluted.      Ve,-e'a- 
tlon  appears  aparee,  poor  (perhaps  due 
lo  pollution).     Vegetation  »ppe*ra  to  ae 
poor  habitat.     VegeUllon  h*s  lUtl*  vtrlety 

No  oarshland  found  on  pa.-cal. 

IV.    OFr-siTF  f,  OTtiTR  nM-.';iTF:  ror.nTvr.  rtrroRS 


Cateronr 

5 

U 

3 

2 

1 

0 

AcceBslbUUy  onto 
p4rc«l 

F»ved  or  oiled   road   to  or  thro-jf^ 
parcel. 

Gravel   or  fraiied  and  draLned   dirt 
road   ("all  weather".)   to  or  throuRh 
parcel.     Hoads  should  be  In  pood 
or  excellent   condition. 

Cravel   or  praded  and 
drained  dirt  road 
{"all  weather") 

Plrt  road,  drained  (nay  be  graded).     Suit- 
able for  automobiles  except   Immediately 
after  rain. 

Plrt  road  or  trail,  =\alnlv  sultai-l«  for  h«aw- 
djt/  vehicle  (does  not   appear  dralred,   Mr  be 
muddv   for  extenalve  periods). 

f-'o  es^a^n?-*^  T.'-ir-*  .^.-,, 

l^fhl   icceSB  onto 
r4rcel 

Has  leCBl  acceas  to  parcel. 

N/» 

No   leral   access,      ftccoss 
to  piit^llc  road  (a)  with- 
in  ,•)  mllo. 

H/K 

No  leral  access.     Access  to  public  road  (a) 
(greater  than  .5  railea. 

\/k 

PixxUity  or 
r»real  tc  Popula- 
tion C«nl«r» 

Parcel  within  city  urban,  built-up 
area  fPop,*  2S00).      Hlph  value  to 
iow-tioblllty  urban  population. 

Parcel  within  \  hour  drive  (less 
than  25  miles)  of  a  town  of  10,000 

population. 

Isrcel    wUhln   i  to  ij 
hour  drive  (25  to  7? 
rnWof)   of  trwn  of  10,000 

p^■.p■llatlr<n. 

Parcel  witl.in   l\   to   3   hours  drive 
(75  to  150  miles)  of  •  town  of  10,000 
population. 

Parcel  3   to  6  hours  drive  (150  to  303 
miles)  of  4  town  of  10,000  population. 

Parcel  over  6  hours  drive  (=»re 
thai  300  tiles)  of  a  town  of 
10.000  population. 

1  rjxl-.il/  to  .Ti*  "or 
tr*r.'.c   fiov  routes 

Parcel  vlthin  1  rtlla  of  M!or  traffic 
flow  ro.ite. 

Parcel   within   5  mlleo  of  na.lor 
traffic   flow   route. 

Parcel   within   10  miles   of 
rra.'or  traffic  flow  route. 

Parcel   within  25  miles  of  mal^r  traffic 
flow  route. 

Parcel   farther  thsn  25  rviles  tr^-i  a*  lor 
traffice   flow   route. 

KA 

HiBtorle   4  ArcK»eo- 
lo£lc*l  Site* 

Outstanding  historical  or  archaeoloeical 
dlatrlcls.    Bites,   buildlnpa,    etructuraa 

Known  historical  or  archaeoloplcal 
sites,   dletrUts,    bulldlnps,    atruc- 
turee,   or  objecta  on  purccl. 

N/A 

Possible  unproven  hlatorlc  or  archaeolo- 
gical site,  etc. 

NA 

Hone  kr.CTwn 

Ppoxlrilty  to  other 
Teveioped  Recrefttlon 
4rc48 

No  recreation  area  within  25  ollaa  or 
more  radlijs  of  parcel. 

1  established  and  developed  recrea- 
tion area  within  25  mlloe   radlua  of 
parcel   (not   contlf-iious). 

2   tr.  i,   estaMiehed  and   d^ 
velop'-d   recreation  areas 
within   25   ml.    radlun  or 

parcel   (r.one  contlfuou*). 

Naraerous  recreation  areas  within  25  allta 
radius  of  parcel  (none  contiguous). 

Parcel  borders  other  aBtabllshwl  and 
developed  recreation  area. 

SA 

Proxladty   to  Other 
Public  or  TruBt  landa 

Wo  public  Und  within  25  allea. 

N2  puhllo  larvl  within  10  rallaa. 

Public   land  within   10  ml. 
of  parcel,    but   none   Is 
contlfuouB  with  parcel. 
fcmo^int   of  other  public 
land    Is   limited. 

Saoa  aa  3  but  aaount  of  other  public  land 
la  n2t  liiTdted. 

Parcel  bordara  other  p-jblia  land. 

HZ* 

Evldenc*  of  Recre*- 
tlon«l  Use  on  Pkrc«l 

Cafflp  sites,   flra  pita  or  rinps  on  parcel, 
arid  recreation  occurring  on  lAnd, 

Canip  sites,    fire  pita  or  ring  on 
parcel  0£  recreation  occurring  on 
land. 

Parking   area,    evidence 
such  as  trash  showa 
parcel   Is  used  for  sorae 
ri^Hc  activity  (not 
parbafB  durnp). 

N/t 

NA 

So  avldanca  of  recraatlorAl  qsc. 

Loc»tlon  of  P»rc«l 

R«l»tlve  to  KA^or 
River  or  L*i(e  net 
contlfTJouB  to  p»rcil 

W»ter  within  i  mile  or  leaa  of  parcel 
and  with  easy  foot  access. 

N/l 

Water  from  i  to  1  mile 
»way  and  with  easy  foot 
access. 

N/* 

Water  up  to  1  mile  away  but  with  difficult 
foot  acceai. 

No  river  or  laia  within  I  ail*. 

. actor 

Category 

5 

'• 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Lnviror^ental 
IntniBlons 

(;o   en'.-lrorjsental   IntniBlons  visible. 
(Free   from  aegthetlcallv  undesirable  or 
dlecordant  sites  and  Influences  on  or 
off  parcel.) 

Environmental   Intrusions   visible 
in  far  distance,   not  on  parcel. 

Environmental  Intrusions 
visible  n-»r  rarcel  but  do 
not  dominate  the  scene. 

Environmental  intrusions  visible  gjx 
nrcel  but  do  not  doalnat*  the  acana. 

Envlroanental  Intrusions  visibla  near 
parcel,  dominate  the  scene. 

f.rvlrot-.-ae-.tal   Irtr.s'.o-s  vii'.:l» 
(pcwrr  lines,    rallroAi.   brl'i.-*. 
b'jlldli^s   etc.)   p.T  pa.-««l.    iic-ii,-4*.e 
the  scene. 

O-zerail  Scenic. 
Eval-a-.lon 
(see  =4,-.-al) 

Very  high 

Hlph 

MedluB 

Low 

Ver/  Low 

Distracting- 

Virw  (Vla'_»B) 
frot  acces*l:ile 
points  on  parcel 

Has  oan7  interesting  and  dra-Tiatlc  views 
throughout  parcel-or  an  axtreaely  drama- 
tic overlook  vista  point. 

line   Intereotlnp  views   from 
parcel.      Not  extensive 
throughout  parcel. 

iiaa  a  few  Interesting  Tiews. 

Parcel  haa  no  J-te-e!t*.-£  views. 

Unlcjaer.esa  of 
Area 

Definitely  unique  for  area-Hot hlnj; 
siotilar  for  niles. 

Has  Qualities  which  may  exiet  on 
nearby  parcels,  but  it  li  in  4 
unlQua  area. 

Has  Qualltiee  which  may 
exlat  on  nearby  parcala. 

has  Qualities  which  exist  on  ouat  but  not 
all  nearby  parcala. 

All  nearby  parcela  have  very  similar 
Qualities. 

Ejr*e-9tve  tr»cte  with  verr  slailar 
qualities  surround  parcel. 
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APPENDIX  II  .       ,^,3^^, 

GUIDELINES  FOR  RECREATION  POTENTIAL  EVALUATION 

Special  Note. 

Evaluated  Factor  values  which  do  not  have  a  comolete  definitional  range  and  are 
not  identified  by  "N.A."  are  meant  to  be  used  as  values  which  best  fit  the  parcel 
characteristics.  The  0-5  scale  on  these  factors  reoresents  a  continuous  scale. 

Special  Instructions  and  Definitions  for  Written  Entries  and  Evaluated  Factors 

Parcel:  A  oarcel  is  defined  as  a  contiguous  tract  of  state  land  in  one  section. 
If  a  tract  is  contiguous  to  state  land  in  another  section  and  the 
contiguous  land  was  also  evaluated,  it  should  be  noted  under  General 
Comments . 

General  Comments:  Note  any  photos  taken,  unusual  features,  conditions,  springs, 

weather  conditions,  etc. 

I.  TOPOGRAPHY 

A  &  B.  Physionranhic  Types  -  examoles: 

Mountains  Plains 

Valleys  Hills 

Foothills  Buttes 

Benchland  Mesas 

Alluvial  fans  » 

Rolling  uplands 

C.  Terrain  Variety:  topographic  variation  within  the  parcel 

D.  Usable  Area:  Usually  less  than  15%  slope,  suitable  for  automobile  travel 

with  minor  additional  road  construction,  and  suitable  for 
development  of  facilities. 

The  area  should  not  be  marshy  or  subject  to  annual  flooding. 

E.  Geologic  Features:  Describe  any  outstanding  or  unusual  features. 

F.  Valley,  Gorge,  Ravine  Site  Environments:  A  definable  valley,  gorge,  or  ravine 
within  the  oarcel.  If  there  are  several  valleys,  evaluate  the  largest  or  the  one 
with  the  most  ootential  and  note  the  existance  of  other  valleys.  Describe  outstand- 
ing features.  Rate  amount  of  usable  area  within  the  valley  regardless  of  valley 

size  Itself. 

t 

G.  Valley,  Gorge,  Ravine  Scenic  Evaluation:  See  V  C.  Combine  both  the  scenery  of 
the  valley  itself  and  scenery  as  seen  from  the  valley. 

H.  Ridge  ton  Site  Environments:  Evaluate  the  largest,  or  the  one  with  the  most 

potential .  Describe  any  outstanding  features  on  evaluated  site.  Rate  usable  area 
on  the  ridgetoD  regardless  of  ridgetop  size  itself.  (Same  as  F) 

I.  RidgetoD  Scenic  Fvaluation:  See  V  C.  Combine  both  the  scenery  of  the  ridgetop 
itself  and  scenery  as  seen  from  the  ridgetop. 

II.  VEGETATION 

A-I.  FOREST:  An  area  of  which  50!!!  or  more  is  covered  with  trees  as  determined  by 
canopy  area  shall  be  called  a  forest  for  the  purposes  of  this  evaluation. 


D.  Predominant  Forest  Type:  List  association  which  predominates  on  parcel  (i.e. 
ponderosa  nine  -  juniper,  spruce- fir,  etc.) 

E.  Predominant  Soecies;  List  most  abundant  species  (i.e.  ponderosa  pine,  spruce, 
50%  -  50r.,  etc.) 

I.  Forest  Scenic  Fvaluation:  See  V  C.  Describe  any  unusual  or  outstanding 
features. 

J  R  K.  Bushes  and  Shrubs:  Woody  plants,  usually  with  no  main  stem,  between  1  foot 
and  20  feet  tall  at  maturity. 

L  R  M.  Ground  Cover:  Grasses  and  forbs  (and  v/oody  plants  under  1  foot  tall  at 
maturity). 

III.    WATER 

A.  Name  of  Waterbody:     List  name  and  note  if  dry  in  summer  or  most  of  year.     Evaluate 
only  if  water  present  all  year-round. 

B.  Stream  Fishing  Class:     Determined  by  the  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department. 

F.  Potential  Water  Activities  -  Examples 

Motorboating  Wading  , 

Non-Motor  Boating  Fishing 

Rafting  Scuba  Diving 

Water  Skiing 

Swimming 

—    G.  Comment  on  Islands:  Note  size,  location  and  features  of  any  islands  present. 

■  H-N.  Stockwater  Pits  (man-made  ponds  which  nearly  or  completely  become  dry  in  the 
summer  and  usually  have  no  active  drainage  in  or  out)  are  not  considered  lakes. 

H.  Lakes:  If  several  lakes,  rate  the  largest  but  evaluate  others  on  separate  sheets. 

I.  Lakes:  Drav/down;  "Pleasant  and  usable  level"  refers  to  the  absence  of  undesirable 
features  such  as  mud  flats,  too  shallow,  extensive  or  rapid  v/ater  level  fluctuation 
etc. 

L.  Lakes:  Shoreline  -  "Usable  shoreline"  is  shoreline  which  is  potentially  accessible 
by  automobile  or  has  very  easy  foot  access.  It  must  also  be  an  area  of  less  than 
15%  slope  with  stable  soils  and/or  surface  materials,  large  enough  for  camping 
or  beach  activities  during  the  summer  season.  Dense  vegetation  should  not  block 
access  to  water. 

M.  Lakes:  Shoreline  Scenic  Evaluation:  See  V  C.  Describe  any  unusual  or  outstanding 
features. 

0-T.  Streams:  A  "stream"  is  any  natural  year-round  flowing  body  of  water,  including 
rivers.  If  several  streams,  rate  the  largest  but  evaluate  others  on  separate 
sheets. 

0.  Combine  all  stream  lengths  if  more  than  one  stream  on  parcel. 
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R.  Streams:  Shoreline:  See  III  L  . 

S,  Streams:  Shoreline  Scenic  Evaluation:  See  III  M 

T.  Describe  type  of  road  that  provides  access. 

U  X  V   Marshes:  A  marsh  is  an  area  of  soft  wet  land  which  is  usually  waterlogged 
during  qrowinq  season.  During  most  years  they  are  covered  with  as  much  as 
6  inches  of  water  and  characterized  by  grasses  and  cattails;  sedges  and 
sphagnum;  or  shrubs  and  trees.  Bogs  and  swamos are  considered  as  marshes  for 
the  purposes  of  this  evaluation. 

OTHER  SITE  FACTORS 

A.  Accessibility  Onto  Parcel:  Describe  distance  by  road  to,  and  type  of,  next  higher 
grade  road. 

B   Leaal  Access  Onto  Parcel:  "Legal  access"  is  an  established  road  constructed  and/or 
maintained  with  oublic  funds,  onto  the  parcel  or  onto  a  contiguous  parcel  of  Public 
or  state  trust  land.  An  Interstate  highway  without  exit  or  frontage  road  should  not 
be  considered  as  legal  access. 

C   Proximity  to  Population  Centers:  List  the  city  that  the  parcel  is  in  or  nearest  to 
according  to  ratinqs  and  give  distance  and  direction  as  radius  from  parcel  rather 
than  actual  road  distance. 

In  category  (5)  a  pooulation  of  2,500  was  chosen  to  coincide  with  the  1970  census 
definition  of  the  urban  population. 

In  categories  (4)  -  (0)  a  population  of  10,000  was  chosen  to  coincide  with  the  1970 
census  data  for  places  of  10,000  inhabitants  or  more. 

D.  Proximity  to  Major  Traffic  Routes:  "Major"  refers  to  paved  designated  primary  state 
or  federal  highways  as  shown  on  the  1963  Traffic  Flow  Map  published  by  the  Montana 
Highway  Commission.  List  Route,  distance  by  road  and  direction  from  parcel. 

E.  Historic  and  Archaeological  Sites;  Describe  ar^-  site  found  on  parcel. 

F.  Proximity  to  Other  Developed  Recreational  Area    "Developed  recreation  area  "  is 
defined  as  one  with  developed  facilities  constcjcted  for  use  by  the  public  (i.e. 
rest  area,  KOA  campground,  fishing  access  site,  etc.). 

G   Public  or  Trust  Lands:  Land  owned  by  the  federal  or  state  government.  List  ownership 
of  contiguous  narcels.  "Limited"  is  defined  as  usually  no  more  than  1  other  separate 
section  of  public  land  within  the  same  township,  and_  usually  no  more  t.ian  16  separate 
sections  of  public  land  in  contiguous  townships. 

H.  Evidence  of  Recreational  Use:  Describe  any  recreation  occurring  on  parcel  or 
evidence  of  past  use. 

V.   SCENERY 

A.  Right  of  Ways:  rione  observed,  or;  list  any  right  of  ways  observed  (power  poles, 
county  road,  underground  pipeline,  etc.). 
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B.  Environnental  Intrusions:  Objects  or  conditions  which  are  distracting  to  the  senses. 
Describe  these  in  the  soace  orovided.  A  Man-made  structure  or  landscaoe  change  should 
not  automatically  be  considered  an  environmental  intrusion.  If,  for  instance,  there 
Is  an  old  homestead  v/hich  has  blended  in  with  the  landscape  and  is  pleasing  to  the 
eye,  then  it  is  not  necessarily  an  environmental  intrusion. 

C.  Overall  Scenic  Evaluation:  Scenery  is  a  combination  of  landscape  elements  arranged 
in  a  manner  that  dramatizes  those  visual  aspects  which  have  special  appeal  to  the 
human  senses.  Primary  emphasis  should  be  on  the  parcel. 


Some  of  these  landscape  elements  are: 

Vegetation 

Soils 

Landforms 


Water 
Color 
Man's  works 


Some  visual  aspects  are; 

Harmony 

Dominance 

Contrast 


Variety 

Repetition 

Sequence 


Perspective 
Form 


A  parcel  with  a  (5)  rating  has  a  high  and  probably  unique  intensity  and  combination 
of  the  above  factors  surrounding  as  well  as  on  the  parcel  itself.  A  (o)  parcel  and 
its  surroundings  are  actually  distracting  to  the  senses. 


D. 
E. 


View:  Rate  potentially  accessible  viewpoints  with  views  on_ or  off  of  the  parcel 
features  near  or  distant. 


of 


Uniqueness:  Describe  any  unique  qualities, 
umt  of  land  -  not  necessarily  state  owned. 


A  "parcel"  as  used  here  is  any  designated 
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APPENDIX   III 


RECRtATIOIl     POTEiJTIAL   LVALUATIO.J 


COUHTT 


PilRCtX  DESCRIPTION, 
Oeneral  CoiBient*  


ACR£S 


Sec. 


Topo^r»phy 
Vegetation 
o  Water  


„  0.  Site  Factors 
^  Scenery  

a:  TOTAL  


Classification 


Date  Evaluated 


Evaluator 


Other  State  Land  In  Section 


FACTORS 

R  A 

T  I   N 

G 

H. 

Lakes:    Extent  of  V.ater  Surface. 

5 

U 

3 

2 

1 

0 

/ACTORS                                                   RATTWr, 

I.      TOPOGRAPHT 

3       |. 

3       I    2       1    1       1    0 

I. 

Lakes:    jra'«Ajown. 

J. 

Lakes:    v;ater  quality. 

K. 

Lakes:    Recreation   Usability. 

L. 

Lakes:    Shoreline. 

C.    Terrain  Variety 

?■'..    Lakes;    .Shoreline   Scenic   Evaluation 

D.    Usable   Area 

M.    Lakes:    Access   to  or  near   the   Shore 

P,    nnnlfif^lc    Features 

0. 

Streams:    Length  on   or   Bordering 
on  Parcel. 

P. 

Streams:    Water  ^.uality. 

r.    Valley  Environment 

Q. 

Streams:    Recreation   Usability. 

R. 

Streams:    Shoreline. 

G,    Valley  Scenic    Evaluation. 

3. 

Streins:    Shoreline  Scenic   Evaluat. 

H.    h1rtp;etop  Lnvironment 

T. 

Streams:    Access   to  or  near  water 

1 

I.    Ridgetop  Scenic   Evaluation. 

U. 

V.arshes:    Size  and   Extent. 

V. 

Kiarshes:    duality  and   Variety. 

II.      VEGLTATION 

A.    Knr»nr.erl  Acres    (oercent             ) 

IV. 
A. 

OTHER  SITE  FACTORS 
Accessibility  onto   Parcel 

C.  Forest  Cover   on  Other  Areas.   High                Med.                       Low 

D.  Predominant  forest  Type. 

b. 

Legal   Access  onto   Parcel. 

c. 

Proximity  to  Population  Centers 

K.    Predominant   Soecies. 

D. 

Proximity   to  Major  Traffic    Routes. 

r.    Forest   Pattern   and   Density. 

G.    Forest  Quality. 

E. 

Historic  k  Archeological   Sites. 

K,    Forest  Vari'tv. 

I.    Foreit  Scei.lc  Evaluation. 

F. 

Proximity  to  Other  Dev.    Rec.    Areas 

G. 

Proximity  to  Other  Public   or 
Trust    Lands. 

J.    Bushes,    Shrubs  Pattern  i  Density 

K.    bushes,    Shrubi;    Variety. 

H. 

Evidence   of  Recreational   Use. 

L.    Ground  Cover:    Pattern  t   Density. 

v..    Ground  Cover:    Variety. 

I. 
Na 

Location  of  Parcel   Relative  to 
Hajor  River  or  Lake  not  Contig. 
to  Parcel 

me: 

III.   WATEK 

A       NamA    of    WatArhnriv 

V. 
A. 

SCtKERT 

)epth 

C.    Straams:    tat.    Ave.    Width 

Est.    Ave.    I 

D.    Lakeshore  lenf-th:    Total 

Parce 
hore 

. 

8. 

Environmental    Intrusions. 

E.   Dearest  Road  if  Over   t  ml.    from  S 

F.    Potential  Water  Activities. 

C. 

Overall   Scenic   Evaluation. 

0. 

Accessible   View*    (Vistas) 

G.   Conoent  on  Islands. 

K. 

Uniqueness  of   Area. 



